
Kent State University
School of Art

Course Syllabus

Course Number: Graduate Independent Study/Seminar ARTC 65996 - 001

Description: This course will function as the nucleus of the graduate 
curriculum.  It will be composed of individual studio critiques, 
group critiques, reading discussions, presentations, field trips, and 
studio projects.

Instructor: Peter Johnson Center for the Visual Arts rm. 0007
pjohns35@kent.edu CELL phone:  206-351-9189
Office Hours: TBD

Class Meeting time: Friday 9am- 11am 

Credit Hours Variable

Means of Assessment: This class will be assessed based on participation and quality of 
work .  As a general rule:  At KSU a minimum of 135 hours of work 
are required for a 3 credit class

Course Expectations:Graduate students are expected to be at the center of the studio 
activity and energy, consistently working in the studio and 
demonstrating active engagement with the field of ceramics.  
Furthermore, graduate students are expected to be mentors for the 
undergraduate students through modeling the behavior of an artist 
and offering advice and assistance when appropriate. 

Attendance Policy:  I expect graduate students to be in the studio every day.

Grading:   Assessment of work will come in the form of individual and group 
critiques, individual conversations, as well as written feed back for 
appropriate assignments.

Grade Description % Pts

A (4.0) Excellent 
scholarship

A- (3.7)

B+(3.3)

mailto:pjohns35@kent.edu


Brief outline of Course:
1. Weekly meetings for discussion/ critiques/ and readings/ etc.
2. Midterm and Final group critique 
3. Artist Statement due at final critique
4. Artist presentations 
5. Field trip to exhibitions/ lectures TBD
6. regular participation in studio management and maintenance

Required Texts: None

Grading Policies: Grades are based on the following Criteria:
1. Demonstration of consistent and robust work ethic
2. Demonstration of growth in the development of artwork 
and ideas
3. Clear articulation of motivations and intentions as an 
artist
4. Evidence that the artwork aligns and fulfills the 
intensions/interests of the artist.
5. Participation in maintaining and managing the studio

B (3.0) Good 
performance

B- (2.7)

C+(2.3)

C (2.0) Fair or 
average 
performance

C- (1.7)

D+(1.3)

D (1.0) Poor, but 
passing, 
performance

F Failure



Learning Disabilities: University policy 3-01.3 requires that students with 
disabilities be provided reasonable accommodations to 
ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations, please 
contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to 
make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. 
Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these 
through Student Accessibility Services (contact 
330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sas for more 
information on registration procedures). 

  
Safety:  I expect all students to follow appropriate health and safety precautions 
including but not limited to the following: 

1. proper respirators must be worn when working with dry materials. 
2. No food or drink in glaze materials room or glazing area.  
3. Eye and ear protection required when grinding shelves or during appropriate activity 
4. Proper footwear and clothing required when firing kilns 

Student Responsibility: It is the student’s responsibility to ensure proper enrollment in  
classes. You are advised to review your official class schedule to ensure proper 
enrollment. If registration errors are not corrected by the published deadlines and you 
continue to attend and participate in classes for which you are not officially enrolled, you 
are advised now that you will not receive credit for the course at the conclusion of the 
semester.  Every class has its own schedule of deadlines and considerations.  To view the 
add/drop schedule and other important dates for this class, go to FlashLine and choose 
Print Student Schedule on the Student Tools & Courses tab to see the deadlines for the 
course (use the CRN for this class). 

School of Art 
a.      The instructor may document student work created in fulfillment of academic 
requirements for this class for use in future didactic or administrative contexts within the 
School of Art. Some or all of your work may be photographed; information on works 
chosen to be documented will remain confidential. By continuing enrollment in this class, 
you automatically grant permission to the instructor to document your work and use the 
image reproductions for the purposes stated above, unless you submit a request in writing 

http://www.kent.edu/sas


by the second week of the semester to the instructor. No one who opts out will be 
penalized for doing so. 
b.      As part of this course you may have access to digital image reproductions of 
cultural objects or sites that are protected by United States Copyright Law. Access to 
these images is restricted to students actively enrolled in the class; you are permitted to 
use such images only as part of work and intellectual pursuits relating to this course. You 
may have access to the material for the duration of the semester; downloading or copying 
these materials for personal or commercial use is strictly prohibited. Violation of this 
policy could result in severe penalties.


