
Kent State University
School of Art

Course Syllabus

Course Number: Art 25400-01 Ceramics 1

Description: This course is an introduction to ceramics as an artistic medium 
with focus on the hand building of clay objects using the pinch, 
coil and slab methods of construction. Prerequisite: ARTF

Instructor: Head of Ceramics Department: Peter c. Johnson
Email: pjohns35@kent.edu
Office phone:330-672-3360
Office Hours: TBD

Class Meeting time: Section 1. Monday - Wednesday 11am -1:45 (Argenta/Gabbard)
Section 2. Monday - Wednesday 2:15 -5pm(Duke)
Section 3. Tuesday- Thursday 5:30pm -8:15pm (Pasquale)

Credit Hours 3

Means of Assessment: Studio Class: This course addresses the learning outcomes 
through a series of hands-on studio projects, followed by group 
critiques. Each assignment should allow students to demonstrate 
each of the outcomes. There is a significant time commitment for 
this and all studio classes.  It is expected that students spend a min-
imum of one hour outside of class working on projects for every 
hour of in class time.

Learning Objectives:
1. Creatively express oneself through the medium of ceramics
2. Form a solid understanding of the attributes of ceramic material 
and the mechanics of working with clay as a material for art mak-
ing
3. Display an understanding of good craftsmanship
4. Develop an understanding of the relationship between form and 
function
5. Gain an introductory understanding of firing processes
6. Gain an introductory understanding of glazing techniques

Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes and to be on 
time. Receiving more then 2 absences will result in the 
penalty of a grade reduction for every absence after the 
initial two.



Grading:

Brief outline of Course:
Week 1-3   Historical Pot Project
Week 3-5   Narrative Sculpture
Week 5-8   Abstracting Nature
Week 9      Introduction to Wheel/ Cylinders 
Week 10-12 Wheel Assignment #1

Historical Pot 20%

Narrative Sculpture 20%

Abstract Sculpture 20%

Wheel Assignment 1 20%

Wheel Assignment 2 20%

Grade Description % Pts

A (4.0) Excellent 
scholarship

A- (3.7)

B+(3.3)

B (3.0) Good perfor-
mance

B- (2.7)

C+(2.3)

C (2.0) Fair or aver-
age perfor-
mance

C- (1.7)

D+(1.3)

D (1.0) Poor, but 
passing, per-
formance

F Failure



Week 13-14 Wheel Assignment #2
Week 15   Final Glazing/clean up

Required Texts: None

Grading Policies: Grades are based on the following Criteria:
1. Application of ideas and techniques discussed
2. Craftsmanship, skill development
3. Completion of projects on time (projects will be marked  
down a half letter grade for each day late)
4. Creativity, and Experimentation 
5. Class participation in discussion and group critiques
6. Punctuality and Attendance
7. Adherence to studio policies

Supplies: Beginning Ceramics Kit (found at Ohio ceramics supply or 
online), fork for scoring, brush, masonite bat, 1 Mud Rib 
(green with corner)

Learning Disabilities: University policy 3-01.3 requires that students with disabil-
ities be provided reasonable accommodations to ensure 
their equal access to course content. If you have a docu-
mented disability and require accommodations, please con-
tact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to make 
arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please 
note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through 
Student Accessibility Services (contact 330-672-3391 or 
visit www.kent.edu/sas for more information on registration 
procedures). 

  
Student Responsibility: It is the student’s responsibility to ensure proper enrollment in  
classes. You are advised to review your official class schedule to ensure proper enroll-
ment. If registration errors are not corrected by the published deadlines and you continue 
to attend and participate in classes for which you are not officially enrolled, you are ad-
vised now that you will not receive credit for the course at the conclusion of the semester.  

http://www.kent.edu/sas


Every class has its own schedule of deadlines and considerations.  To view the add/drop 
schedule and other important dates for this class, go to FlashLine and choose Print Stu-
dent Schedule on the Student Tools & Courses tab to see the deadlines for the course 
(use the CRN for this class). 

School of Art 
a.      The instructor may document student work created in fulfillment of academic re-
quirements for this class for use in future didactic or administrative contexts within the 
School of Art. Some or all of your work may be photographed; information on works 
chosen to be documented will remain confidential. By continuing enrollment in this class, 
you automatically grant permission to the instructor to document your work and use the 
image reproductions for the purposes stated above, unless you submit a request in writing 
by the second week of the semester to the instructor. No one who opts out will be penal-
ized for doing so. 
b.      As part of this course you may have access to digital image reproductions of cultur-
al objects or sites that are protected by United States Copyright Law. Access to these im-
ages is restricted to students actively enrolled in the class; you are permitted to use such 
images only as part of work and intellectual pursuits relating to this course. You may 
have access to the material for the duration of the semester; downloading or copying 
these materials for personal or commercial use is strictly prohibited. Violation of this pol-
icy could result in severe penalties.


