
Kent State University
School of Art

Course Syllabus

Course Number: Advanced Ceramics

Description: Advanced ceramics will address a wide variety of approaches clay 
through class projects and individually designed assignments

Instructor: Peter Johnson Center for the Visual Arts rm. 0007
pjohns35@kent.edu office phone: 
Office Hours: TBD

Class Meeting time: Tuesday & Thursday  2:15pm-5:00 pm
Credit Hours 3

Means of Assessment: This class will be assessed based on participation and quality of 
work produced in a series of group and individual projects.  
Assessment will come in the form of individual and group 
critiques. 

Course Expectations:  
1. Creatively express oneself through the medium of ceramics
2. Form a solid understanding of the attributes of ceramic material 
and the mechanics of working with clay as a material for art 
making
3. Display an understanding of good craftsmanship
4. Develop an understanding of the relationship between formal 
choices and meaning
5. Gain an understanding of firing processes
6. Gain an understanding of glazing techniques 

As a general rule:  At KSU a minimum of 135 hours of work are 
required for a 3 credit class.  Only 90 of which occur during the 
scheduled class time. 

Attendance Policy:  
Students are expected to attend all classes and to be on 
time. Receiving more then 2 absences will result in the 
penalty of a grade reduction for every absence after the 
initial two.

.  
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Grading:   Assessment of work will come in the form of individual and group 
critiques, individual conversations, as well as written feed back for 
appropriate assignments.

Brief outline of Course:
Week 1 proposal of exploration
Week 2 First Draft
Week 4-2nd Draft
Week 6 3rd Draft/exploration
Week 7  4th exploration
Week 9  5th exploration
Week 11  6th exploration
Week 13  7th exploration
Week 15  8th exploration

Grade Description % Pts

A (4.0) Excellent 
scholarship

A- (3.7)

B+(3.3)

B (3.0) Good 
performance

B- (2.7)

C+(2.3)

C (2.0) Fair or 
average 
performance

C- (1.7)

D+(1.3)

D (1.0) Poor, but 
passing, 
performance

F Failure



Required Texts: None

Grading Policies: Grades are based on the following Criteria:
1. Quality of work; evaluated through craftsmanship and 
content.
2. Demonstration of consistent and robust work ethic
3. Demonstration of growth in the development of artwork 
and ideas
4. Development and articulation of personal motivations 
and intentions as an artist
5. Evidence that the artwork aligns and fulfills the 
intensions/interests of the artist.
6. Adhering to studio policies and practices

This semester we will be having critiques every Tuesday 
starting September 12.  You are required to finish at minimum of 8 
sculptures or 8 series of pots this semester and have work finished 
for 8 of the 12 possible critique days.  You are expected to 
participate in all critiques regardless of whether you have work 
finished that day.  

Learning Disabilities: University policy 3-01.3 requires that students with 
disabilities be provided reasonable accommodations to 

8 pieces/series  = 100/100 possible points depending 
on quality

7 pieces/series  = 90/100 possible points depending on 
quality

6 pieces/series  = 80/100 possible points depending on 
quality

5 pieces/series  = 70/100 possible points depending on 
quality

4 pieces/series  = 60/100 possible points depending on 
quality



ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations, please 
contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to 
make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. 
Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these 
through Student Accessibility Services (contact 
330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sas for more 
information on registration procedures). 

  
Safety:  I expect all students to follow appropriate health and safety precautions 
including but not limited to the following: 

1. proper respirators must be worn when working with dry materials. 
2. No food or drink in glaze materials room or glazing area.  
3. Eye and ear protection required when grinding shelves or during appropriate activity 
4. Proper footwear and clothing required when firing kilns 

Student Responsibility: It is the student’s responsibility to ensure proper enrollment in  
classes. You are advised to review your official class schedule to ensure proper 
enrollment. If registration errors are not corrected by the published deadlines and you 
continue to attend and participate in classes for which you are not officially enrolled, you 
are advised now that you will not receive credit for the course at the conclusion of the 
semester.  Every class has its own schedule of deadlines and considerations.  To view the 
add/drop schedule and other important dates for this class, go to FlashLine and choose 
Print Student Schedule on the Student Tools & Courses tab to see the deadlines for the 
course (use the CRN for this class). 

School of Art 
a.      The instructor may document student work created in fulfillment of academic 
requirements for this class for use in future didactic or administrative contexts within the 
School of Art. Some or all of your work may be photographed; information on works 
chosen to be documented will remain confidential. By continuing enrollment in this class, 
you automatically grant permission to the instructor to document your work and use the 
image reproductions for the purposes stated above, unless you submit a request in writing 
by the second week of the semester to the instructor. No one who opts out will be 
penalized for doing so. 
b.      As part of this course you may have access to digital image reproductions of 
cultural objects or sites that are protected by United States Copyright Law. Access to 
these images is restricted to students actively enrolled in the class; you are permitted to 
use such images only as part of work and intellectual pursuits relating to this course. You 
may have access to the material for the duration of the semester; downloading or copying 
these materials for personal or commercial use is strictly prohibited. Violation of this 
policy could result in severe penalties.

http://www.kent.edu/sas


Advanced Ceramics Overview

This semester we will be having critiques every Tuesday starting January 30th.  You are 
required to finish at minimum of 8 sculptures or series of pots this semester and have work 
finished for 8 of the 12 possible critique days.  You are expected to participate in all critiques 
regardless of whether you have work finished that day.  

The goal is to learn to work through an idea.  To begin a project, critique that project, and then 
reinvestigate the theme based on your new understanding.  That investigation happens by 
making more work.  You are not expected to know what you will be making 3 to 4 critiques from 
now, you only need to know where to start.  Each piece you make should inform what piece you 
make next. The idea is to learn through making, to trust that if you work hard and make enough 
you will find the answers to what your voice is as an artist and make stronger and stronger work 
in the process.  

All you need to start is an idea.

Research Proposal

1. Outline what you are planning on exploring this semester. 
Examples: a series of figurative sculptures, a series of architectural forms, a series of 
lidded jars with narrative drawings, etc.

2. What ideas or interests drive the work?
Examples: I am interested in identity, architecture, modern design, natural forms, 
entropy, angst, psychology, simplicity of form, etc. 

3. Create several beginning sketches of your initial idea for pieces.  Remember, you don’t need 
to know the ending point you just need to know where to begin. 

4. Keep a sketchbook / journal were you collect images of articles that relate to or inspire your 
work.  This should also include a growing number of sketches as the work progresses

Remember:  having new work for at least 8 of the 12 critiques means creating a new sculpture 
a little faster than every two weeks.  Don't lose track of the calendar, and get to work!

 


